A one hundred thirty two Awassi ewes aged between 1.5-4 years old suffering from dystocia, were brought by farmer to Veterinary Teaching Hospital related to College of Veterinary Medicine-University of Mosul-Mosul governorate-Iraq, treated during the lambing seasons for three years started from November 2010 to end of December 2012. Results of this study were recorded ring womb as main causes of dystocia, the maximum percentage was 81.8 %( 108,132). The other causes of dystocia were fetal mal-position 8.3% (11,132), narrow pelvic 5.3 %( 7,132), monster fetus %3.0(132,4), complicated cases (interfering more than one cause) 1.5%(2,132). although several methods of treatment have been tried, correction and manual treatment, hormonal treatment, cesarean section and fetotomy: Cesarean section had higher a positive response during treatment 61.2%, correction and manual traction recorded as second best treatment of dystocia 24.2%, hormonal treatment 12.8% and fetotomy 0.7%. It could be concluded that ringworm (maternal origin) was the major causes of dystocia in Iraqi Awassi ewes; cesarean section appears to be a safe and successful procedures for management of dystocia if performed as early as possible.
INTRODUCTION
Dystocia, or difficult birth, is a contributory factor in peri-natal death of dams and newborns because of damage to the birth canal and use of excessive traction forces (1-3).
Fetal dystocia occurred mainly due to oversize, mal-disposition, and monsters (1) . Maternal dystocia were mainly due to a deficient dilatation of the cervical canal (ring womb), narrow pelvis and uterine inertia (2-3).
The mechanism of parturition depended up on hormones or tissue response to hormonal secretion, Calcium, Magnesium, Sodium and other contribute with this mechanisms, Any disturbance may be leading to dystocia if discard other mechanical causes of dystocia (4) (5) The previous reports of causes of dystocia in Awassi ewes or another breeds in last century were referred to the fetal causes as mean cause for dystocia (1),(3),(6), (7) ,but in last year's, the studies reported that the dam reasons (ring womb) are the major causes for dystocia (8) , (9) .
This study was design to find out causes and safe method for treatment of dystocia in Awassi ewes the causes of dystocia under clinical condition.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The study was conducted on 132 clinical cases of Awassi ewes were brought by farmer to Veterinary Teaching Hospital related to College of Veterinary MedicineUniversity of Mosul-Mosul governorate-Iraq, treated during the lambing seasons for three years started from November 2010 to December 2012.
The dystocia cases were diagnosed and treated after carful vaginal examination using aseptic techniques. Heart rate, pulse rate and rectum temperature were examined. Mutation of maldispositions and traction (obstetrical manipulations), drugs (hormones) and cesarean section were used as a method for treatment.
the survey data of the hospital were analyzed to detection the causes of dystocia, and to estimated the different methods of treatment.
Hormonal treatment was included injection of Estrogen (Vetastrol: production of Aburaihan Pharmacological Co. Tehran. Iran) in dose 2 mg/ewe for intra muscular injection: advise the farmer to bring the ewe after 72 hours, if parturition or simple form of dystocia occurred: This were considered as a good response while no response or dystocia considered as a bad results and tried to treated this cases by cesarean section.
Statistical analysis: Results were summarized as Mean. Data were analyzed using SPSS (SPSS 11.5, 2 packages, 2003, SPSS Inc.).
RESULTS
Data explain the main causes of dystocia in Iraqi Awassi ewe and total numbers of cases were summarized in table 1. The main causes of dystocia in last three years were ring womb or incomplete cervical dilatation, its ratio was higher when compare with the other causes were frequently account in total number of dystocia, the maximum percentage was 81.8% (108,132). The other causes of dystocia were fetal mal-position 8.3(11,132) %, narrow pelvic 5.3 %( 7,132), monster fetus %3.0 (132,4), complicated cases 1.5% (2,132). 
DISCUSSION
Data of this study were reported ring womb (maternal causes) as a common form of dystocia in Iraqi Awassi ewes, data also referred to fetal mal-position( fetal causes) as second cause of dystocia (Table1). Failure of the cervix to dilate may be attribute to failure of secretion of the hormone that control the labor or of the tissue response to hormonal secretion and collagen fibers in the cervix may not have fully undergo their normal changes (8), (11) , data of present study were agreement with another recent reports which classified ring womb as the mean cause of dystocia in Awassi ewes (8-9) but there were disagreement with an old studies done in 1980s, 1990s of last century which referred to the fetal origin as a main causes of dystocia in Awassi ewes (1), (4), this disagreement may be due to rise another predisposing factors for dystocia, environmental high temperature, climate change, low rainfall ratios leading finally to sharp decrease in animals feeding, vitamins, Feto-pelvic incomparability, hypocalcaemia and nutritional deficiency which may be play in way or another to causes dystocia (2-4).
Data of this study showed that cesarean section was best treatment of dystocia in Awassi ewes. Cesarean section appears to be a safe and successful procedures for management of dystocia if performed as early as possible. However, manual traction after correction was the second successful treatment and hormonal treatment have poor successful rate. These findings were similar to those reported by others (12-16).
The low successful rate of hormonal treatment may be due to that this type of treatment need another support factors like: onset time of parturition, type of hormone and with or without calcium, degree of cervix dilatation, severity of dystocia (9), (11) , (17) (18) (19) (20) It could be concluded that ringworm (maternal origin) was the major causes of dystocia in Iraqi Awassi ewes; cesarean section appears to be a safe and successful procedures for management of dystocia if performed as early as possible. 
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